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Dur . i iscienl and mwesomne Ciod gxists in
mlurhul'ptﬂn-uﬂmﬁ.p.llhi-lh:mﬁ Gooed, weoerthyy o all praise and
wiarship ol the entire creation over the millennin. ﬁmhmhumﬂmﬂﬂihi
all parts of the workd. Imdia, being & country of dvens: religions, langusges and culture, has sooees of
umicpes apiriual songs in abmet sl regional languages of the country. OF thom the Hindusthard of the
Enrth sl the Camatic masshe of the south have their rightful place in this bkegacy.

Tamil Christian Keerthanai (Soegs of Praisc) are devotional Christian songs in Tamil. They are
lhbnhu]mu'i}ﬁﬂ"hwmjbrTmhinHnﬂllh.‘ntuthmhlmlnuimqu
hymre wrinies by Pregestant Tamil Christiss poets. A few of them ase translmions. of Christlian hymes
from ottt langipes. They use the keenthasai form that inchudes the claasical camalic rga (mode) sd
taln {rhythmic cyelel designasions for cach song. Some of ihese mjpas and thalas are followed in Church
praciice, while from the 19405, other keerthanal were adegeed b simpler Western style unes in majer
scale that ily Eacilitated it " nfomgan. These lyrics were writen in the carly stages
ol Protestant Christisity in Indin by composers such as VedansyskamSasiviar who worked under the
Cermam Luthern missionares in the Tanjore srea (likedy the 1 780s on). They were firsi pubslished for
beoad use among the Protestsn denominations snd mission sociclies in 1853 by the Americas
Congregatioaal { ABCFM) missionary Edward Webb, i the bymm book tiled Chrésthars Lyrkes for Public
andf Social Worship. Webh and eight of his catochists spent a couple months Jesming the songs from
VedsayakamSastrier and thess wiasmiled them omlly threughout the wwns md villages of the
Prosestnng missions.
1€ Spimt Thisgara ja, ShyumaSastrigal and Muthuswamy Dikshithar are the trimunthis of K smate music,
VedanaysgamSastriar of Tanjore, Keishrapillsi of Palyambotini, snd M. Sssmel of Trangasbar are the
triumviraie of Tamil Cheistian poess. Thasks b the gospel imerventions of missionaries snd missionsry
organisations, teough whith these great composers were receeilod with he true Maker.




Vedumyagam Sastrisr (§774- 1864

VeudsayuganiSaiiriar was hnhhhﬂ”r.ﬂhnﬂamlﬂmofmnhnf
Sepirmbed, Im.}ulmh'--ﬂurtnm.m.‘.lﬂ\:mmhuuwhhdhm
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wisited Tinnehveli. He ook Vednayagam with him is Tanjose. At that time, Prince Serfegi was ke
‘=udying inder Rev. Swants. Vadanayagem wesr oa 1o shudy Thesiogy ot e Luthersn Semirary in
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Afar cting bes stads, Wedaniyeg: worked in the villages arousd Tumjore. He worked s o
llldipmuuhﬂm-ruhﬂﬁimm ]khpnumchuhnlnﬂ-dmumlﬁm
150 books asd his mos fasseus work i ‘Beshishers Eumaangi', Hin well knowa worgr inchide
“Thandssai Thadhipernc, * Amen Aliciryah, Mahathers Thambars} " andl *Esirvaiye Thedhiss nee
Planaene
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Evamgelical Posts.

The songs of Pl Lymcint Vedana yag form | part af Ch wonkip i Gouly
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™ e e Tinppugazh 5 i Th "5ty be e fomnd
ki liod the " Febaralai' witich Wit “Carand of Prayers® qu—amm
hmmﬁnmhmh? iy He i gharify Choad md b

e Cruripe a far as Brilasks im wpite of persaral ragedies asd sothacks. Hinscagy are sl bemg mng in
Tamd chvarches arad are peeriss i ther ricknerss i mlody.

Hienry Alfred Krishmapillal {1527-1900)

Penny Alfred Krishmapillai vll-known poctin Tamil lusgaage: K rishes Pilai s bom s 18370
Karsiyirepps, Tinmelveli District, Tamil Madu. He was bors iaio as Srihod Hinda family belonging
ummdﬂmmmmm:ﬁ:ﬁmummulhﬂm-
thee willage L biny 1853, be miovad 1o 5 aChnistian hamlst. The ser was fpusdal by

Uk Soxinty for Fropapation m"le'.'-upl'l‘hnn'u—pllu wak appoiniod ar @ Taril iescher by




Bishop Rabert Cadibwedl, b was in 5 st e fint 1 ¢ hristiamty througd his ek
i It Anglicas inthe 5 Thomas Carch is Mylpore. Chensal H

IBerury Arthase thruugh bia bagdism bt e still sewined bis Hindu nasse Crichne Pillal Later is (75, he was

] an s Taml | pundii o Chinch Missionary Socicty (M%) colfiegs a1 Tiraneival

Fovem after his coaversion, e rotsincd ks Hinds samame. Hie wes s el Tirnil ieacher and b

after ki cormveriaoa sought w work o Tamil lierary werka Afier his retesment e wirked on his magmem

o, R lorryer buwtrigan. This weork wax bascd on Jobn Buyan's Pilgrie r Progeess, althoagh net &

tram e, 152 had e the Pugrins Progress eves befiore his conversion asd had plansed w ol the

sy in Tarsl verecs. The work isall ook |6 yoses toaormpbe and is one of fincst works of Tamsil lictar

of the niseteeaih covary, Krishaapdla is well known o use malogics fom Hindu seol in his Chostian

WEENgs.

He BelliB with malaria in §§7%, and thes, with cncoussgemern s his fricrals, he compilod e work inms

e ferm similar o she Toenil Rimaryana, Afler 16 yean, # it a1 954 and idared I

thee rrtedt sigrasant Tarral postry worksof the ninesseath ooy,

Iy sk . i this rusrbe e Ko shirmpili weole several other baoks in Tanil on Christiasity. Althosgh

s o ootrreried Chriatias, be uscd rany snalngies from | {ndutext inhis work: e is sometioes pefemed

o sty Kiswtam, Samm of tha bysum be corepased are still prevalest smonga Taril Prowcsiasis. His

Avmas i sy sl % o5 Tevaram.

Rerv. K. Samuel {1R30-1527)

Bew. N Saru] of Trangisebar (midem Thirn gambadi) wis borm @l Kamial 1R Sepember | K50,

He d by . Hard, Tranquct v mad proaimed on 51w Ogisher |§78 ot Tranquebar,

by svenr |, M. . Schmriz. |He served she Lord as Pastor st Tranguebar, Karsikal Masilessars, Porayar,

Basgaline, Misur Masion sl cetamed e TELAC m sty 1427, Ther b was oodained Professor in

Civirary, Pasoor, Tamil Evaspelicsl Lothemas Chrch [TEL C) He wis abio the finst mesber of e

Leipurig Fvangehcal Lutberan Mimion {I_F.1. 5 ) Crascil,

Mest known amosg hes fynes are “On MeeiparVeyinodirekayileyy™, =SenalpalsKarthany™,

“Seerthini ¥ hey™, and “ChnapadePasi™. He composcd the colloge sony “Andee Pulkarathil
Thongi* asd desgred i ypram ot the Clurund Lusheran Theological College.
{iar of hin rarsest compamii  jrrsmary e Tamjony called “Thangs Payara Fadbam = Another

ok Kl Kmeni™ (The Toddy Kumimsi), where te sirong Jrink il shoir ber gorizs, which sasde e
dnmband blush in dame. His boak Gospel ixicr contaizs 200 songs composnd orepr 2 poriosd of $0 yoam:
M ix pemsera bl i & oasslaned wivo Sur several e by s uike Tarsd | e He wepte several books
on Lethersn history, heelogy, ard practical Chrisssn living. He wite hooks foe children, oo, He was one



of thoss respomai e For the imdation of) bodn f thee N Te
Plost of bis B win spenl in Tranquebar, the linfe pert owa the welcomed siwsionaries like
BarthoiomacaZicgenbaly and Heirich Plischa sont by the king of Denmark in 4706 asd Christian
Friedech Schiwars, p ligse bry Uhe Daminh Moy Sockey in Copanhagen. 1927 in the
Lugheran Adikalarathar Chusch, Py leam, Madrason babn 10:11- 16
Histheclogy was moted in Listhersn Pistism, o ninewed fom of the poss-re firmstion. Mesdlen i ey,
b i well vermed with fhe Bde, uerks. and seachings of Martis Luther 1o was o grel lover of
Spurpeon’s works and was known i Tamil Spurgeon. He was also familier with Walikarien vicws of
Lethernisum. His wllegince was to Cod firm and oaly thes 16 his chenh. When it was time for fhe
‘s mumioranes. o beave India, leavirg the keaderabip on Indian sheubders, i1 was deided dat e
chrarch wsulbd falkow an Fpiscapal famm of cherch goverament. Rev. M. Sarrvaed Felt thest this and mhar
thai ey W B tng 10 the Mehlical model and projesed. When be
readiznd than change wis incvinsble, isthe middle of 19021, be bt T L C tht bie bisd served all b life,
ursd joived he Miasreri Mission. 1l mtumed %0 the TEL.C. in 1927 shonly befiare his death. He
presched bis last werman o 1 oy snd entered Glery i Chiennai on 30 May 1917




