THE LIFE AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF VENERABLE VEDANAYAGA SASTRIAR
TO CHRISTIAN CARNATIC MUSIC

- Dr. P. Martin Deva Prasath & Sastriar Mrs. Sarah Martin -

Vedanayaga Sastriar was born on the 7th day in the month of *Purattasi’ in 1774. His father was
Devasagayam Pillai and his mother Gnanapoo Ammaal. In 1783, at the age of 9, in Pulliyangoodi
School Tirunelveli District, Vedanayagan had a vision of the cross which lasted for 30 seconds in
broad daylight. One day when Devasagayam Pillai met Vedanayagan'’s teacher to find out the
progress of his son in studies, the frustrated teacher told him that it was difficult to handle
Vedanayagam in school and said, "Evenif "Yemen’ (the Hindu god of death) studied your 'magan’ (your
son) would not study”. These words of the teacher proved false in the life of Vedanayagan because
God decided that He would bestow on him the gifts of learning different languages, different

ideologies and altogether made him a versatile man.

Meanwhile, Thulasi Maharaja who was then ruling Thanjavur was ailing and therefore committed
Prince Serfoji under the guardianship and custody of Rev. Schwartz who was a German missionary
from the Lutheran Church. Prince Serfoji came under the guardianship and protection of Rev. Fr.
Frederick Schwartz. As the young prince and the young poet were raised together, a strong bond of
friendship and brotherhood grew between them each day. Later Schwartz sent Vedanayagan to
Tharangambadi to study theology, anatomy, astrology and sociology. This knowledge helped
Vedanayaga Sastriar later in life in contributing to various Tamil literary genres. His first song was

composed at the age of 15 and was sung at the New Jerusalem Church, Tharangambadi.

Vedanayaga Sastriar was initially a teacher and he wrote a few books namely, 'Gnana Kummi',

'Paramaneethi Puraanam’, 'Kaallavithiyaasa Maalai’, Gnana Siththa Paattu’, 'Munnurai’, 'Mei Arivu’,

Scannex d with CamScanner



|-

‘Paraaparan Maalal’, ‘Gnana Vazhi', 'Vasthu Nirnayam’, Arivaanantham' and 'Saﬂhanya

Thirawkol, Theee small books were immensely useful for both the teacher and student commumue‘

Thase who were personally acquainted with the greatness of the works of Vedanayag, Sastrh,
could not but admire
works were enjoved by the Tamil scholars and by those who were not so well versed in the language b,
theologians and by the laymen; by the educated and the uneducated; by the presbyters, bishops "
common man; by the elite and the poor and by the people of the past and the present. Furthe, his
works were also honoured by the Tamil people of other religions. The people of Tamil Nady, , -

today revere and cherish the works of Sastriar and so the church also honoured Sastriar with M

him. His works were noted and commended by people in India and abroad "
- Hi

titles.

Vedanayaga Sastriar started writing books at an early age of19 years. History says that whenp he
was just 34 years old he wrote 52 books and that too within a span of 14 years. Writing immense
volumes of literary books with insightful thoughts and songs of sound theology at the age of 34 is ne
an average affair. We see that the Hand of God was with Sastriar and He bestowed on him infinit
Grace to possess such an extraordinary talent to glorify His name. For this reason it would not be an

overstatement to say that Sastriar was indeed a divine poet.

The members of the Reformed Church of Thanjavur had the privilege of living during the period of
Sastriar and to directly enjoy his songs and hear his deep discourses. Hence they wanted to honou
him and in the year 1808, they bestowed on him a great title, 'Devasironmani Mahaa Gnanakasi
Chakravarthiyaar' (Divine Poet of Great Wisdom). This title document held 50 signatures of

prominent personalities in the society and at that time Sastriar was only 34 years old.

Soon after Sastriar received his first title, the Reformed Church of Tranquebar came forward to
honour him. They arranged a programme called "Sadur" (a combination of music, dance, singingand
preaching) on 15th March 1808. In this "Sadur", a drama written by Vedanayaga Sastria,
'Gnanathatcha Naadagam” (The Drama of the Omnicient Carpenter), was enacted for the first time.
At that time the members of the Tranquebar Reformed Church bestowed on him the title, "Suvised

Kaviraayar” (The Great Evangelical Poet). During this time they took him around the town in?
palanquin with shouts of jubilation.
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There wae no doubt that Sastriat was honaired and praised by various churches in Tamil Nadu as
mmwm“ﬂ‘h‘wmfﬂhmw«w«mmmmmmu
Gunishedha Kavirayat” and ‘Gnana Deepa Kavirayar .

After Vedanayaga Sastriar went back to Thanjavur within a span of four years, in the year 1815, he
wrote a brilliant book entitled, “Paerinba Kaadal™ (Divine Love) which was dedicated in the year 1815
in Tiruchirappalli.

The ideologies and beliefs of Sastriar were unique in nature. This is one of the reasons why he was
not known among the people of other faith. SincehewasdeterminedloslngonlnychsmChﬁs(-hc
was not known to people of diverse faith.
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